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years to establish a hospital.61 At last in 1739 he got the support of a
number of ladies of rank who signed a memorial to the Government:
No expedient has yet been found out for preventing the murder of poor
miserable infants at their birth, or suppressing the inhuman custom of expos-
ing newly-born infants to perish in the streets; or the putting of such unhappy
foundlings to wicked and barbarous nurses, who undertake to bring them up
for a small and trifling sum of money, do often suffer them to starve for want
of due sustenance or care, or if permitted to live either turn them into the
streets to beg or steal, or hire them out to loose persons by whom they are
trained up in that infamous way of living and sometimes are blinded or
maimed and distorted in their limbs in order to move pity or compassion,
and thereby become fitter instruments of gain to those vile merciless wretches.
Subscriptions poured in, the charter was granted in 1739,
children were received (in houses in Hatton Garden taken temporarily),
the Earl of Salisbury's estate lying north of Great Ormond Street and
west of Gray's Inn Lane was bought. In 1742 the foundation-stone of
the present building was laid in Lamb's Conduit Fields and one wing
was inhabited in 1745. Till 1756 the number of children admitted was
small and by the standards of the time the death-rate was low. Out of
the 1,384 children received in those fifteen years, it was Very remark-
able', Hanway tells us, that 'only 724 „ . . died in all this time'.62 The
effect of the Foundling Hospital was to reduce the burials of children
within the Bills, as the foundlings were buried in the parish of St
Pancras.
The financial difficulties of the Hospital, the great demand for places
and the terrible records of the deaths of children in the Bills of Mort-
ality, led the Governors to appeal to Parliament for help. This was
given on condition that all children brought to the Hospital should be
. taken in. From June 1756 to Ladyday 1760 the Hospital opened its
doors to all who brought children, the cost being borne by the Treasury,
This was an attempt to provide an alternative for the parish.nurse, the
parish workhouse and the deserted child, owing to the notorious short-
comings of parish officers.
It was hardly thought [said Hanway (a Governor of the Hospital)] that any
more children would be sent . . . than such as had usually been exposed in
streets and at people's doors ... or died in parish workhouses where their
mothers had deserted them.63

